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Editor’s Notes  

The Urtext Manuscript Volume 3 Manual 
 

The Release Notes document included in the Scholar’s Toolbox provides extensive documen-
tation regarding this compilation, its history, and its provenance. Should you have additional 
questions concerning the material, they are likely answered there. 

The original transcript of the Notes typed by Bill Thetford was retyped several times during 
the multi-year editing process.  The Urtext manuscripts appear to consist of some portions which 
may be that original Thetford Transcript and some portions which show strong evidence of being 
later edited copies.  Since we don’t have access to all the copies, it is difficult to determine with 
certainty the precise place in the retyping history of any particular page.  The notion that the 
Urtext is entirely or even mostly that first Thetford Transcript is not, however, supported by the 
evidence currently available.  For a detailed examination of the issue please refer to the essay 
“What is the Urtext?”

The Manual volume 
The Manual [for Teachers] is the third volume of the ACIM canon, begun in April 1972, 

over a year after the scribing of the Workbook volume was completed.  The last dated entry is 
August 30, 1972 in section 22 - What is the Role of Words in Healing? 

The Urtext manuscript facsimile copy provides a largely accurate plainly typed transcript of 
this original Shorthand Notes material. 

The e-text for the Urtext of the Manual could use some more proofing but has received three 
passes and so is reasonably accurate. 

In the Manual where we find relatively few, and mostly minor differences between versions, 
a somewhat simpler means of cross-referencing can generally be used than what is required in the 
Text volume. 

The charts below offer a grid of cross-reference points between the Notes pages and the 
Urtext pages Urtext to Notes and between the Urtext references and FIP references Urtext to FIP. 

Basic Referencing and Cross-referencing 
The Urtext e-text reproductions and the Urtext manuscript facsimiles are paginated identi-

cally for ease of cross-referencing.  To locate a passage in the manuscript facsimile, search the e-
text and simply go to the corresponding facsimile page. 

In order to facilitate lookup and cross-referencing, the Urtext paragraph reference labels are 
added to the Notes facsimile files as searchable text.  These are needed in the handwritten Notes 
due to the difficulty of reading some of the handwriting. The Urtext e-texts which are searchable 
text files, also contain this notation.  The Urtext manuscript facsimiles are of much better legibil-
ity than the Notes therefore page numbers and PDF Bookmarks for each chapter and section break 
are the only cross-reference tools generally needed. The references used are those developed for 
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the Miracles Pathway Fellowship Seven Volume Urtext.  See the end of this document 
(Referencing Specifics) for a detailed description of the referencing system for this volume.   

 “Searchable text” is that which can be located using the Find and Search features of Acro-
bat Reader.  In the facsimile copies (photocopies of original manuscripts) the actual words of the 
manuscript are rendered as pictures, not machine readable text, and so are not searchable text 
strings.  The marginalia I’ve added are searchable text strings however.  Thus if you know the 
chapter, section and/or paragraph number of the text you wish to find, you can almost instantly 
search and locate those references in the Notes facsimiles.  For the Urtext facsimiles, use the 
chapter and section bookmarks and page numbers to locate the desired page. 

Because the Urtext is mostly identical in content to the Notes, one can use the Urtext e-text 
editions or the Concordance to do a text search for a word or phrase.  Having located the passage 
in the Urtext e-text, one need simply search the Notes facsimile for the corresponding paragraph 
reference, and in a matter of seconds you will be at the same relative point in the Notes.  Simi-
larly, if you wish to cross-reference the Urtext manuscript facsimile, simply go to the correspond-
ing page number, and you should find it quickly. 

Due to the fact that there are some differences between the Notes and the Urtext, you won’t 
always find Notes material in the Urtext, or vice versa. For the most part, however, the two ver-
sions are similar enough that the Urtext is a useful “lookup tool” for the Notes and until we have a 
complete machine-readable transcript, it’s the best that’s available. 

For the first two chapters where the Notes and the Urtext are most different, I have provided 
a searchable transcript.  While this transcript cannot be guaranteed to be 100% accurate due to 
uncertainties in the Notes reading, it is a far more accurate searchable representation of the Notes 
for those chapters than is the Urtext.  In time a complete transcript of the Notes will be supplied. 

“Bookmarks” have also been added for each chapter and section division in all copies so that 
one can instantly “open the document” to any one of those bookmarked points. 
 

 

The Manual Referencing Specifics 
The Manual consists of 30 segments, each of which begins with a question which is then an-

swered.  For referencing purposes each is treated as a top level division or chapter. 

Only two, chapter 5 “What are the Characteristics of God’s Teachers?” and 6 “How is Heal-
ing Accomplished?” have multiple sections.  Each of the 11 characteristics described in chapter 5 
is treated as a discreet section for referencing purposes.  Chapter 6 has four sections.  The follow-
ing charts show the correspondence between these references, the Urtext, the Notes and the FIP 
reference system.
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Urtext to Notes Cross-Reference 
Notes p# Urtext Ref.  Urtext Page Notes Ref. 

1  M 1 A 1  1   Volume 17 - 83 
5 M 2 A 1  3   Volume 17 - 87 
7 M 3 A 1  4   Volume 17 - 89 
10 M 4 A 1  6   Volume 17 - 92 
13 M 5 A 1  8   Volume 17 - 95 
31 M 6 A 1  18   Volume 17 - 113 
37 M 7 A 1  22   Volume 17 - 119 
39 M 8 A 1  23   Volume 17 - 121 
43 M 9 A 1  25   Volume 17 - 125 
47 M 10 A 1  27   Volume 17 - 129 
48 M 11 A 1  28   Volume 17 - 130 
52 M 12 A 1  30   Volume 17 - 134 
56 M 13 A 1  32   Volume 17 - 137 
59 M 14 A 1  34   Volume 17 - 141 
64 M 15 A 1  37   Volume 17 - 146 
67 M 16 A 1  39   Volume 17 - 149 
69 M 17 A 1  40   Volume 17 - 151 
77 M 18 A 1  43   Volume 17 - 159 
83 M 19 A 1  47   Volume 17 - 165 
85 M 20 A 1  48   Volume 17 - 167 
89 M 21 A 1  51   Volume 17 - 171 
92 M 22 A 1  52   Volume 17 - 174 
95 M 23 A 1  53   Volume 17 - 177 
100 M 24 A 1  56   Volume 17 - 182 
106 M 25 A 1  58   Volume 17 - 188 
110 M 26 A 1  60   Volume 17 - 192 
114 M 27 A 1  62   Volume 17 - 196 
117 M 28 A 1  63   Volume 17 - 199 
121 M 29 A 1  66   Volume 17 - 203 
125 M 30 A 1  68   Volume 17 - 207  
129 M 30 A 7   70   Volume 17 - 213
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Urtext to FIP Cross-Reference 
Urtext Reference   FIP Reference   

 
1) Introduction       M 1 A 1   M-in.1 
2) Who are God’s Teachers?      M 2 A 1   M-1.1 
3) Who are their students?      M 3 A 1   M-2.1 
4) What are the Levels of Teaching?     M 4 A 1   M-3.1 
5) What are the Characteristics of God’s Teachers?     M 5 A 1   M-4.1 

A. Introduction     M 5 A 1   M-4.in.1 
B. Trust      M 5 B 1   M-4.I.1 
C. Honesty      M 5 C 1   M-4.II.1 
D. Tolerance     M 5 D 1   M-4.III.1 
E. Gentleness     M 5 E 1   M-4.IV.1 
F. Joy      M 5 F 1   M-4.V.1 
G. Defenselessness     M 5 G 1   M-4.VI.1 
H. Generosity     M 5 H 1   M-4.VII.1 
I. Patience      M 5 I 1   M-4.VIII.1 
J. Faithfulness     M 5 J 1   M-4.IX.1 
K. Open-Mindedness     M 5 K 1   M-4.X.1 

6) How is Healing Accomplished?     M 6 A 1   M-5.1 
A. Introduction     M 6 A 1   M-5.1 - M-5.2 
B. The Perceived Purpose of Sickness   M 6 B 1   M-5.I.1 
C. The Shift in Perception    M 6 C 1   M-5.II.1 
D. The Function of the Teacher    M 6 D 1   M-5.III.1 

7) Is Healing Certain?       M 7 A 1   M-6.1 
8) Should Healing be Repeated?      M 8 A 1   M-7.1 
9) How can the Perception of Order of Difficulties be …   M 9 A 1   M-8.1 
10) Are changes required in the life situations of God’s Teachers  M 10 A 1  M-9.1 
11) How is Judgment Relinquished?      M 11 A 1  M-10.1 
12) How is Peace Possible?       M 12 A 1  M-11.1  
13) How many Teachers of God are needed to sae the world?   M 13 A 1  M-12.1 
14) What is the Real Meaning of Sacrifice?      M 14 A 1  M-13.1 
15) How will the World end?       M 15 A 1  M-14.1 
16) Is each one to be judged in the end?      M 16 A 1  M-15.1 
17) How should the Teacher of God spend his day?     M 17 A 1  M-16.1 
18) How do God’s Teachers deal with their Pupils’ thoughts of magic  M 18 A 1  M-17.1 
19) How is Correction Made?        M 19 A 1  M-18.1 
20) What is Justice?       M 20 A 1  M-19.1 
21) What is the Peace of God?       M 21 A 1  M-20.1 
22) What is the Role of Words in Healing?      M 22 A 1  M-21.1 
23) How are Healing and Atonement Related?    M 23 A 1  M-22.1 
24) Does Jesus have a Special Place in Healing?     M 24 A 1  M-23.1 
25) Is Reincarnation True?       M 25 A 1  M-24.1 
26) Are Psychic Powers Desirable?      M 26 A 1  M-25.1 
27) Can God be Reached Directly?     M 27 A 1  M-26.1 
28) What is Death?       M 28 A 1  M-27.1 
29) What is the Resurrection?      M 29 A 1  M-28.1 
30) As for the rest…       M 30 A 1  M-29.1 
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Caveat 
As will be obvious to all, this preliminary release is some distance short of being a “finished” or 

“polished” package and there remains much yet to be done.  Despite its shortcomings and imperfec-
tions, it is much easier to work with than the raw manuscript form due to the addition of cross-
referencing marginalia. 

While substantial effort has been made to achieve precise accuracy, this has largely been a one-
man part time undertaking and the resources for thorough proofreading and double-checking have not 
been available.  You will likely encounter some errors and I would very much appreciate your letting 
me know when you do so that they can be corrected for subsequent releases. 

What I have done, and really all I have done, is organize and cross-reference the primary sources 
of the canonical ACIM material to at least the resolution of paragraph in such a way that “looking 
up” any passage or cross-referencing two or more versions is easier than with the raw source material 
for anyone with a modicum of computer literacy and a modicum of computing power available.  For 
those using the raw source material, this low resolution index edition is fully cross-referenced to that 
and can serve as a handy “lookup tool” to supplement the original high resolution image files. 

This package of basic “tools” is simply a beginning, a first step, but a first step I hope and be-
lieve will make the riches of the authentic ACIM much more accessible to those who are interested. 

 
Miracles Pathway Fellowship, 

Guelph, Ontario, 
Canada 

http://www.execulink.com/~dthomp75/2007/index.htm 
E-mail: dthomp74ca@yahoo.ca 

Telephone: 1-519-780-0922 

For more information concerning this document and the rest of the Shorthand Notes distribu-
tion from Miracles Pathway Fellowship please see the Release Notes and Quick Start Guide ac-
companying this distribution. 
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