Notes for Beta Testers

The overall goal of the Scholar’s Toolbox is to provide a collection of basic research tools to enable the student to identify editing changes between the various primary sources of A Course in Miracles in order to be able to form an informed opinion of what it really means.

Ultimately that toolbox must include not only accurate machine searchable copies, with concordances, of all the source material, it will include a Catalogue of Variant readings such that one can readily determine, for any passage which has experienced editing changes, just what those changes are and at what point they arose.
This first edition of the Scholar’s Toolbox goes only part way toward that goal and is being released at this time because part of the way is of more use than none of the way.  It does contain all of the primary source material I’ve been able to obtain, it includes searchable e-texts of most of it, and those are largely cross-referenced making it fairly easy to locate a particular passage in any version, so as to see for one’s self what, if anything, has been altered.

The Scholar’s Toolbox II includes Concordances to both the Hugh Lynn Cayce version and the Urtext version.

It does not yet include a complete e-text of the Shorthand Notes nor does it include a Catalogue of Variant Readings.  There is more work to be done on the cross-referencing.
When the complete collection of basic research tools is available, the long-awaited work on a Critical Edition or a “definitive edition” of A Course in Miracles can begin.  That work will involve a careful study of all variant readings with the aim of determining, where possible, which of the variants is the most authentic and which represent either original scribal errors which were subsequently corrected or later copying and editing errors which were not corrected.

We can’t compare the variant readings until we’ve identified them and their identification is vastly easier if we have machine-searchable e-text copies than if we try to do it manually from paper copies.
This is a beta test release of the Scholar’s Toolbox I, the cross-referenced primary sources. Months of proofing and checking continue to find, mostly very minor, little problems. That process of checking will go much faster if more eyes are looking at the material. Also, I’ve worked and re-worked some portions 50 times and I can no longer see them with fresh eyes or experience them as a “first time” reader. That being so, there are potential problems with clarity which I can’t possibly detect; I’ll need your help to identify them. These may not be “errors” so much as aspects of design which could be enhanced but certainly will include identifying mistakes, omissions, discrepancies, or indeed anything which could be changed to enhance the effectiveness of the package. 

I could, and quite possibly will, spend another year – perhaps longer – enhancing this material. Yet it is “good enough” to be useful to some as it is so the time has come to draw the line and call it “good enough.” Before that day, however, I do wish to get as much feedback and detect as many inadvertent problems and shortcomings as possible. 
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